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to assist, or merely to return home with the boy. It probubl}*
is an exigency of the representation of the artist, that each
boy has a master, for we know that a single master had many
pupils, though most of the instruction, save in the chorus, was
individual. On the one side the boy in one figure is learning
to play the lyre, in accompaniment with his master, each
having an instrument; in the other figure, he is repeating
a portion of a poem which the master holds in book or scroll
form. On the other side, the boy is either learning to sing,
or is repeating a poem to the accompaniment by the master
on the flute, or is learning to play the flute; in the other
figure instruction in writing is represented, the master holding
in his hands a triptych or folded wax tablets, and either cor-
recting an exercise or setting a model. On the wall are hung
musical instruments, flute cases, rolls and satchels for books,
and on each wall a cylix or drinking cup like that from which
the illustrations are taken.
Reading, writing, and tJic literary clement of education arc
thus included in the work of the music school. Reading and
writing were introduced into the schools about 600 H.C., but
long before this the Homeric poems were taught orally, as they
continued to be afterwards. Through this means the I lonu*ric
ideals entered more thoroughly into the life of the Athenians
than into that of any other of the Greek peoples. Filling a
function similar to that performed by the Bible in the educa-
tion of our own people in earlier generations, the Iliad and
Odyssey furnished them moral guidance, aesthetic inspira-
tion, and practical direction for every need in life. To the
Greek these poems were but little less the work of inspi-
ration than the Bible to the Hebrew and the Christian;
similarly, when made the basis of their education, this lit-
erature was the source of all the arts and sciences. Though
they contained much that could not but be of detriment in
the moral education of the young, the explanation and use of
such passages were much the same as that made iu case of